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“1 believeit isareligious duty to get all the money you can, fairly and honestly;
to keep all you can, and to give away all you can.” — John D. Rockefeller, 1928

The Gilded Age and the dawn of the 20th century are often remembered as an era
full of monopolies, trusts, and economic giantsin heavy industries like oil and
steel. Men like Andrew Carnegie built empires like Carnegie Steel, and
financierslike J.P. Morgan merged and consolidated them. The era also made
names like Astor, Cooke, and Vanderbilt instantly recognizable across the globe.
Over time, the unfathomabl e wealth generated by the businesses made the
individuals on top incredibly rich, and that in turn led to immense criticism and
an infamous epithet used to rail against them: robber barons.

Dozens of men were called “robber barons’, but none were as notorious or rich
as John D. Rockefeller, who co-founded Standard Oil and turned it into the first
real trust in the United States. Rockefeller had been groomed ambitiously by a
huckster father nicknamed “Devil Bill”, who was just as willing to cheat his son
as an unsuspecting public, and John certainly chased his dreams of living long
and large. Rockefeller forged his empire in the first few decades of hislife and
nearly worked himself to death by the time he was 50, which helped compel him
to retire for the last several decades of hislife.

At one point, Rockefeller’ s wealth was worth more than 1.5% of the entire
country’s gross domestic product, and by adjusting for inflation, he is arguably
the richest man in American history if not world history. Rockefeller was often
demonized for being greedy, and there’ s no question that he was a capitalist par
excellence, if not an outright proponent of Social Darwinism. Rockefeller often
asserted that growing a business “is merely a survival of the fittest," and he even
bragged, “I have ways of making money that you know nothing of.” To charges
that he was making his riches off the backbreaking work of others, Rockefeller
admitted, “1 would rather earn 1% off 100 peopl€'s efforts than 100% of my own
efforts.”
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Theindustrial might wielded by men like Rockefeller directly led to a public
backlash and made President Teddy Roosevelt the “trust buster”, and there has
since been countless regulations to attempt to avoid the types of monopolies
found over 100 years ago. However, many 20th century historians and writers
pushed back against the allegations hurled at the “robber barons’ and even took
issue with the name. Libertarian writer John Stossel argued, “ They weren't
robbers, because they didn't steal from anyone, and they weren't barons—they
were born poor...Rockefeller got rich selling oil. First competitors and then the
government called him a monopolist, but he wasn't. At the time he had well over
a hundred competitors. No one was forced to buy his oil. Rockefeller enticed
people to buy it by selling it for less. That's what his competitors hated. His
finding cheaper ways to get oil from the ground to the gas pump made life better
for millions. Working-class people, who used to go to bed when it got dark,
could suddenly afford fuel for lanterns, so they could stay up and read at night.
Rockefeller's greed might have even saved the whales, because when he lowered
the price of kerosene and gasoline, he eliminated the need for whale cil. The
mass slaughter of whales suddenly stopped.”

American Legends: The Life of John D. Rockefeller looks at the life and career
of one of America’ s most famous industrialists and the leader of Standard Oil.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about
Rockefeller like never before, inno time at all.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Robinson:

This book untitled American Legends: The Life of John D. Rockefeller to be one of severa books that best
seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Debra Davis:

The actual book American Legends: The Life of John D. Rockefeller will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to
learn, this book very suitable to you. The book American Legends: The Life of John D. Rockefeller is much

recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book untitled American Legends. The Life of John D. Rockefeller contain alot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In asituation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have anice learn.

John Dame:

This American Legends: The Life of John D. Rockefeller is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information asit relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this American Legends. The Life of John D.
Rockefeller can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get through
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
thereisno in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here



for anyone. So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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