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A Fire Upon the Deep is the big, breakout book that fulfills the promise of
Vinge's career to date: a gripping tale of galactic war told on a cosmic scale.

Thousands of years hence, many races inhabit a universe where a mind's
potential is determined by its location in space, from superintelligent entities in
the Transcend, to the limited minds of the Unthinking Depths, where only simple
creatures and technology can function. Nobody knows what strange force
partitioned space into these "regions of thought," but when the warring Straumli
realm use an ancient Transcendent artifact as a weapon, they unwittingly unleash
an awesome power that destroys thousands of worlds and enslaves all natural and
artificial intelligence.

Fleeing the threat, a family of scientists, including two children, are taken captive
by the Tines, an alien race with a harsh medieval culture, and used as pawns in a
ruthless power struggle. A rescue mission, not entirely composed of humans,
must rescue the children-and a secret that may save the rest of interstellar
civilization.

A Fire Upon The Deep is the winner of the 1993 Hugo Award for Best Novel.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In this Hugo-winning 1991 SF novel, Vernor Vinge gives us a wild new cosmology, a galaxy-spanning "Net
of a Million Lies," some finely imagined aliens, and much nail-biting suspense.

Faster-than-light travel remains impossible near Earth, deep in the galaxy's Slow Zone--but physical laws
relax in the surrounding Beyond. Outside that again is the Transcend, full of unguessable, godlike "Powers."
When human meddling wakes an old Power, the Blight, this spreads like a wildfire mind virus that turns
whole civilizations into its unthinking tools. And the half-mythical Countermeasure, if it exists, is lost with
two human children on primitive Tines World.

Serious complications follow. One paranoid alien alliance blames humanity for the Blight and launches a
genocidal strike. Pham Nuwen, the man who knows about Countermeasure, escapes this ruin in the
spacecraft Out of Band--heading for more violence and treachery, with 500 warships soon in hot pursuit. On
his destination world, the fascinating Tines are intelligent only in combination: named "individuals" are
small packs of the doglike aliens. Primitive doesn't mean stupid, and opposed Tine leaders wheedle the
young castaways for information about guns and radios. Low-tech war looms, with elaborately nested
betrayals and schemes to seize Out of Band if it ever arrives. The tension becomes extreme... while half the
Beyond debates the issues on galactic Usenet.

Vinge's climax is suitably mindboggling. This epic combines the flash and dazzle of old-style space opera
with modern, polished thoughtfulness. Pham Nuwen also appears in the nifty prequel set 30,000 years
earlier, A Deepness in the Sky. Both recommended. --David Langford, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly
It has been six years since Vinge's last book ( Marooned in Realtime ), but the wait proves worthwhile in this
stimulating tale filled with ideas, action and likable, believable characters, both alien and human. Vinge
presents a galaxy divided into Zones--regions where different physical constraints allow very different
technological and mental possibilities. Earth remains in the "Slowness" zone, where nothing can travel faster
than light and minds are fairly limited. The action of the book is in the "Beyond," where translight travel and
other marvels exist, and humans are one of many intelligent species. One human colony has been
experimenting with ancient technology in order to find a path to the "Transcend," where intelligence and
power are so great as to seem godlike. Instead they release the Blight, an evil power, from a billion-year
captivity. As the Blight begins to spread, a few humans flee with a secret that might destroy it, but they are
stranded in a primitive low-tech world barely in the Beyond. While the Blight destroys whole races and star
systems, a team of two humans and two aliens races to rescue the others, pursued by the Blight's agents and
other enemies. With uninterrupted pacing, suspense without contrivance, and deftly drawn aliens who can be
pleasantly comical without becoming cute, Vinge offers heart-pounding, mind-expanding science fiction at
its best.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“Fleeing a menace of galactic proportions, a spaceship crashes on an unfamiliar world, leaving the survivors-
-a pair of children--to the not-so-tender mercies of a medieval, lupine race. Responding to the crippled ship's
distress signal, a rescue mission races against time to retrieve the children and recover the weapon they need



to prevent the universe from being changed forever. Against a background depicting a space-time continuum
stratified into 'zones of thought,' the author has created a rarity--a unique blend of hard science, high drama,
and superb storytelling.” ?Library Journal

“A tale that burns with the brazen energy of the best space operas of the golden age. Vinge has created a
galaxy for the readers of the '90s to believe in...immense, ancient, athrum with data webs, dotted with
wonders.” ?John Clute, Interzone

“Vernor Vinge's best novel yet.” ?Greg Bear, author of Moving Mars

“Vast, riveting, far-future saga...The overall concept astonishes; the aliens are developed with memorable
skill and insight, the plot twists and turns with unputdownable tension. A masterpiece of universe building.”
?Kirkus Reviews

“The first grand SF I've read in ages...Vinge is one of the best visionary writers of SF today.” ?David Brin,
author of Earth

“Fiercely original...Compelling ideas in the book include problems and advantages of group mind, galactic
communications turbidity, and the prospect of civilizations aspiring to godhood.” ?Stewart Brand, founder of
the Whole Earth Catalog

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book A Fire Upon The Deep (Zones of Thought)
seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication A Fire Upon The Deep (Zones of Thought) is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book A Fire Upon The Deep (Zones of Thought).
You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Percy Brown:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A Fire
Upon The Deep (Zones of Thought), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.



Jackson Cabrera:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled A Fire Upon The Deep (Zones of Thought) can be great book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Samual Larkin:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This A Fire Upon The Deep (Zones
of Thought) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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