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Boyd McDonald (1925-1993) had the makings of a successful career in the
1950s--an education at Harvard, jobs at Time/Life and IBM--but things didn't
turn out as planned. After 20 years of resentful conformity and worsening
alcoholism, McDonald dried out, pawned all of his suits, and went on welfare. It
was then that his life truly began. From a tiny room in a New York SRO hotel,
McDonald published Straight to Hell, a series of chapbooks collecting readers'
"true homosexual experiences." Following the example of Alfred Kinsey,
McDonald obsessively pursued the truth about sex between men just as gay
liberation began to tame America's sexual outlaws for the sake of legal
recognition. Admired by such figures as Gore Vidal and William S. Burroughs,
Straight to Hell combined a vigorous contempt for authority with a keen literary
style, and was the precursor of queer 'zines decades later. William E. Jones
conducted in-depth interviews with many people from McDonald's life, including
friends, colleagues, and most unexpectedly, family members who revealed that
he was a loving uncle who doted on his nieces and great-nieces. A complex
portrait drawn from a wealth of previously unpublished material, True
Homosexual Experiences: Boyd McDonald and Straight to Hell is the first
biography devoted to a key figure of the American underground.
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Editorial Review

Review
Move over Maxwell Perkins—here’s another literary editor who deserves to be more famous than you. Boyd
McDonald may have been an alcoholic, sex-obsessed lunatic who masturbated chronically while
encouraging his perverted readers to send in endless descriptions of their gay sex lives with heterosexual
men but he remained pure in spirit. His Straight To Hell chapbooks join Valerie Solanas’s SCUM Manifesto
as the most radical (and hilarious) filth classics in modern literature. – John Waters

“An outrageous offering in its own right, and valuable for its insight and boldness.” --Publishers Weekly

About the Author
William E. Jones was born in Canton, Ohio. He received a B. A. from Yale University and an M. F. A. from
California Institute of the Arts. He has made the films Massillon (1991) and Finished (1997), which won a
Los Angeles Film Critics Association award, the documentary Is It Really So Strange? (2004), and many
videos including The Fall of Communism as Seen in Gay Pornography (1998). His work was included in the
1993 and 2008 Whitney Biennials, and he has had retrospectives at Tate Modern (2005), Anthology Film
Archives (2010), and the Austrian Film Museum (2011). He has received a Guggenheim Fellowship, a
Foundation for Contemporary Arts Grant, two California Community Foundation Fellowships, and most
recently, a Creative Capital/Andy Warhol Foundation Arts Writers Grant. His books include Killed: Rejected
Images of the Farm Security Administration (2010), Halsted Plays Himself (2011), and Imitation of Christ,
which was named one of the best photo books of 2013 by Time magazine. He lives in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Trevino:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take True Homosexual Experiences: Boyd McDonald and
Straight to Hell as the daily resource information.

Rodolfo Odum:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely True Homosexual Experiences: Boyd McDonald and Straight to Hell.



Jackie Armstrong:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love True Homosexual
Experiences: Boyd McDonald and Straight to Hell, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Enola Hudson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book True Homosexual Experiences: Boyd McDonald and Straight to Hell. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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