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For the Makahs, a tribal nation at the most northwestern point of the contiguous
United States, a deep relationship with the sea is the locus of personal and group
identity. Unlike most other indigenous tribes whose lives are tied to lands, the
Makah people have long placed marine space at the center of their culture,
finding in their own waters the physical and spiritual resources to support
themselves. This book is the first to explore the history and identity of the
Makahs from the arrival of maritime fur-traders in the eighteenth century through
the intervening centuries and to the present day.
 
Joshua L. Reid discovers that the “People of the Cape” were far more involved in
shaping the maritime economy of the Pacific Northwest than has been
understood. He examines Makah attitudes toward borders and boundaries, their
efforts to exercise control over their waters and resources as Europeans and
Americans arrived, and their embrace of modern opportunities and technology to
maintain autonomy and resist assimilation. The author also addresses current
environmental debates relating to the tribe's customary whaling and fishing rights
and illuminates the efforts of the Makahs to regain control over marine space,
preserve their marine-oriented identity, and articulate a traditional future.
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For the Makahs, a tribal nation at the most northwestern point of the contiguous United States, a deep
relationship with the sea is the locus of personal and group identity. Unlike most other indigenous tribes
whose lives are tied to lands, the Makah people have long placed marine space at the center of their culture,
finding in their own waters the physical and spiritual resources to support themselves. This book is the first
to explore the history and identity of the Makahs from the arrival of maritime fur-traders in the eighteenth
century through the intervening centuries and to the present day.
 
Joshua L. Reid discovers that the “People of the Cape” were far more involved in shaping the maritime
economy of the Pacific Northwest than has been understood. He examines Makah attitudes toward borders
and boundaries, their efforts to exercise control over their waters and resources as Europeans and Americans
arrived, and their embrace of modern opportunities and technology to maintain autonomy and resist
assimilation. The author also addresses current environmental debates relating to the tribe's customary
whaling and fishing rights and illuminates the efforts of the Makahs to regain control over marine space,
preserve their marine-oriented identity, and articulate a traditional future.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Among many recent histories of Northwest Coast ecology and Native peoples, this one is outstanding for
Reid's knowledge of the ecological background."—Choice

"In The Sea Is My Country, Joshua Reid takes readers on a ‘forensic voyage’ as he chronicles the history of
the Makahs over three centuries."—Perspectives on History

"The Sea Is My Country exceeds my high expectations. Reid produced a bench-setting monograph that is at
once thoroughly established in the present and respectful of the past."—Gray H. Whaley, Ethnohistory

"The Sea Is My Country provides a model of rigorous community-based scholarship, with relevance well
beyond its regional focus."—Andrew H. Fisher, Western Historical Quarterly

"Reid is to be commended. One hopes that educators and scholars, especially those unfamiliar with Pacific
northwest history, will grapple with this text. . . . [T]hey will find great rewards in looking beyond their
comfort zones, toward the Northwest and beyond its shores."—Brenden W. Rensink, Pacific Northwest
Quarterly

"Joshua Reid’s The Sea is My Country is a tour de force. It is not only a superb and surprising account of the
Makah Indians, but a wonderful example of how people construct historical spaces from culture and the
environment."—Richard White, author of Middle Ground

"This book is a marvel. It not only provides a brilliantly crafted Native perspective into American history; it
allows us to see Native and American history from an entirely new angle: the indigenous sea world of the
Pacific Northwest. The Sea is My Country is a game changer."—Pekka Hämäläinen, author of The
Comanche Empire

"Joshua Reid reconstructs the Makah coastal world, showing how indigenous people understood, harvested,
and defended their ocean, how peoples interacted across shared and contested borderland spaces that were as
often cultural as geographic, and how the networks they created changed over time. The story is original,
even innovative, and offers new ways of thinking about the sea trade, its participants, and its
violence."—Colin G. Calloway, Dartmouth College

"Deeply researched, theoretically informed, and beautifully written, The Sea Is My Country transports
readers to an American Indian maritime world, opening up compelling new perspectives on space,
colonialism, borderlands, and the negotiation of power."—Philip J. Deloria, author of Playing Indian

"The Sea Is My Country is a superb tribal history of the Makah, but of equal importance is the way it makes
significant contributions to the history of Northwest borderlands and the indigenous peoples of the Pacific.
Joshua Reid is an eloquent storyteller and compelling writer—this book is a marvelous read."—David Igler,
author of The Great Ocean



About the Author

Born and raised in Washington State, Joshua L. Reid (Snohomish) is assistant professor of history and
director of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Program, University of Massachusetts, Boston. He
holds a PhD from the University of California, Davis, and is a three-time Ford Foundation Fellow. He lives
in Quincy, MA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wendell Darnell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Sea Is My Country: The
Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity) to read.

Shad Broussard:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Sea Is My Country:
The Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity)
book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Pittman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs
(The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the
Makahs (The Henry Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity).

Stacy Abercrombie:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or



real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs (The Henry
Roe Cloud Series on American Indians and Modernity) can make you experience more interested to read.
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