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One of the most powerful traditions of the Jewish fascination with language is
that of the Name. Indeed, the Jewish mystical tradition would seem a two
millennia long meditation on the nature of name in relation to object, and how
name mediates between subject and object. Even within the tide of the 20th
century’s linguistic turn, the aspect most notable in – the almost entirely secular -
Jewish philosophers is that of the personal name, here given pivotal importance
in the articulation of human relationships and dialogue.

The Name of God in Jewish Thought examines the texts of Judaism pertaining to
the Name of God, offering a philosophical analysis of these as a means of
understanding the metaphysical role of the name generally, in terms of its
relationship with identity. The book begins with the formation of rabbinic
Judaism in Late Antiquity, travelling through the development of the motif into
the Medieval Kabbalah, where the Name reaches its grandest and most
systematic statement – and the one which has most helped to form the ideas of
Jewish philosophers in the 20th and 21st Century. This investigation will
highlight certain metaphysical ideas which have developed within Judaism from
the Biblical sources, and which present a direct challenge to the paradigms of
western philosophy. Thus a grander subtext is a criticism of the Greek
metaphysics of being which the west has inherited, and which Jewish
philosophers often subject to challenges of varying subtlety; it is these
philosophers who often place a peculiar emphasis on the personal name, and this
emphasis depends on the historical influence of the Jewish metaphysical tradition
of the Name of God.

Providing a comprehensive description of historical aspects of Jewish Name-
Theology, this book also offers new ways of thinking about subjectivity and
ontology through its original approach to the nature of the name, combining
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philosophy with text-critical analysis. As such, it is an essential resource for
students and scholars of Jewish Studies, Philosophy and Religion.
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One of the most powerful traditions of the Jewish fascination with language is that of the Name. Indeed, the
Jewish mystical tradition would seem a two millennia long meditation on the nature of name in relation to
object, and how name mediates between subject and object. Even within the tide of the 20th century’s
linguistic turn, the aspect most notable in – the almost entirely secular - Jewish philosophers is that of the
personal name, here given pivotal importance in the articulation of human relationships and dialogue.

The Name of God in Jewish Thought examines the texts of Judaism pertaining to the Name of God, offering
a philosophical analysis of these as a means of understanding the metaphysical role of the name generally, in
terms of its relationship with identity. The book begins with the formation of rabbinic Judaism in Late
Antiquity, travelling through the development of the motif into the Medieval Kabbalah, where the Name
reaches its grandest and most systematic statement – and the one which has most helped to form the ideas of
Jewish philosophers in the 20th and 21st Century. This investigation will highlight certain metaphysical
ideas which have developed within Judaism from the Biblical sources, and which present a direct challenge
to the paradigms of western philosophy. Thus a grander subtext is a criticism of the Greek metaphysics of
being which the west has inherited, and which Jewish philosophers often subject to challenges of varying
subtlety; it is these philosophers who often place a peculiar emphasis on the personal name, and this
emphasis depends on the historical influence of the Jewish metaphysical tradition of the Name of God.

Providing a comprehensive description of historical aspects of Jewish Name-Theology, this book also offers
new ways of thinking about subjectivity and ontology through its original approach to the nature of the
name, combining philosophy with text-critical analysis. As such, it is an essential resource for students and
scholars of Jewish Studies, Philosophy and Religion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michael T. Miller is a researcher in Jewish mysticism and modern philosophy, with a focus on Jewish
thought from the Second Temple period to the medieval Kabbalah. His philosophical interests cover modern
Jewish philosophy as well as philosophy of language and metaphysics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Name
of God in Jewish Thought: A Philosophical Analysis of Mystical Traditions from Apocalyptic to Kabbalah
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Linda Manning:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Name of God in Jewish
Thought: A Philosophical Analysis of Mystical Traditions from Apocalyptic to Kabbalah (Routledge Jewish
Studies Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Ruth Morefield:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Name of God in Jewish Thought: A Philosophical
Analysis of Mystical Traditions from Apocalyptic to Kabbalah (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) was
vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Name of God in Jewish
Thought: A Philosophical Analysis of Mystical Traditions from Apocalyptic to Kabbalah (Routledge Jewish



Studies Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading that will.

Edward Franco:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Name of God in Jewish Thought: A Philosophical Analysis of
Mystical Traditions from Apocalyptic to Kabbalah (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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