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Although ancient civilizations in the Andes are rich in history—with expansive
empires, skilled artisans, and vast temple centers—the history of the Andean
foothills on the south coast of present-day Peru is only now being unveiled.
Nasca, a prehispanic society that flourished there from AD 1 to 750, is best
known for its polychrome pottery, its enigmatic geoglyphs (the "Nasca Lines"),
and its ceremonial center, Cahuachi, which was the seat of power in early Nasca.
However, despite the fact that archaeologists have studied Nasca civilization for
more than a century, until now they have not pieced together the daily lives of
Nasca residents. With this book, Kevin Vaughn offers the first portrait of village
life in this ancient Andean society.

Vaughn is interested in how societies develop and change, in particular their
subsistence and political economies, interactions between elites and commoners,
and the ritual activities of everyday life. By focusing on one village, Marcaya, he
not only illuminates the lives and relationships of its people but he also
contributes to an understanding of the more general roles played by villages in
the growth of increasingly complex societies in the Andes. By examining agency
in local affairs, he is able for the first time to explore the nature of power in
Nasca and how it may have changed over time. By studying village and
household activities, Vaughn argues, we can begin to appreciate from the ground
up such essential activities as production, consumption, and the ideologies
revealed by rituals—and thereby gain fresh insights into ancient civilizations.
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Although ancient civilizations in the Andes are rich in history—with expansive empires, skilled artisans, and
vast temple centers—the history of the Andean foothills on the south coast of present-day Peru is only now
being unveiled. Nasca, a prehispanic society that flourished there from AD 1 to 750, is best known for its
polychrome pottery, its enigmatic geoglyphs (the "Nasca Lines"), and its ceremonial center, Cahuachi, which
was the seat of power in early Nasca. However, despite the fact that archaeologists have studied Nasca
civilization for more than a century, until now they have not pieced together the daily lives of Nasca
residents. With this book, Kevin Vaughn offers the first portrait of village life in this ancient Andean society.

Vaughn is interested in how societies develop and change, in particular their subsistence and political
economies, interactions between elites and commoners, and the ritual activities of everyday life. By focusing
on one village, Marcaya, he not only illuminates the lives and relationships of its people but he also
contributes to an understanding of the more general roles played by villages in the growth of increasingly
complex societies in the Andes. By examining agency in local affairs, he is able for the first time to explore
the nature of power in Nasca and how it may have changed over time. By studying village and household
activities, Vaughn argues, we can begin to appreciate from the ground up such essential activities as
production, consumption, and the ideologies revealed by rituals—and thereby gain fresh insights into ancient
civilizations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There is no question that this is a major contribution to the understanding of Nasca society" —Journal of
Anthropological Research

"This volume is a landmark work for Nasca archaeology and essential reading for Andeanists dealing with
the village approach. It also belongs on the shelves of all archaeologists interested in the larger questions of
agency and economy in middle-range societies."—Journal of Latin American Studies

About the Author

Kevin J. Vaughn is an associate professor of anthropology at Purdue University. He lives with his wife and
daughter in Lafayette, Indiana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Waldman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Ancient Andean Village: Marcaya in Prehispanic Nasca.

Robert Shelby:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ancient Andean Village: Marcaya
in Prehispanic Nasca guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Ancient Andean Village:
Marcaya in Prehispanic Nasca as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Selma Lang:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Ancient Andean Village: Marcaya in



Prehispanic Nasca can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Ancient Andean Village: Marcaya in Prehispanic Nasca.

Sonia Cote:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Ancient Andean Village: Marcaya in Prehispanic Nasca can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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