
Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3)

By Don Breithaupt

Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) By Don Breithaupt

Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of
contemporaries like Fleetwood Mac, the Eagles and Chicago. A double-platinum,
Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard charts for more than a
year and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an
"ambitious, extended" work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-
glamour aesthetic. Populated by thirty-fi ve mostly jazz session players, Aja
served up prewar song forms, mixed meters and extended solos to a generation
whose idea of pop daring was Paul letting Linda sing lead once in a while. And,
impossibly, it sold. Including an in-depth interview with Donald Fagen, this book
paints a detailed picture of the making of a masterpiece.
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Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood
Mac, the Eagles and Chicago. A double-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard
charts for more than a year and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an "ambitious,
extended" work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour aesthetic. Populated by thirty-fi ve
mostly jazz session players, Aja served up prewar song forms, mixed meters and extended solos to a
generation whose idea of pop daring was Paul letting Linda sing lead once in a while. And, impossibly, it
sold. Including an in-depth interview with Donald Fagen, this book paints a detailed picture of the making of
a masterpiece.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Musician and songwriter Breithaupt's book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of a teenybopper and the insight of an academic"

(Terry Staunton, Record Collector)

"Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercialforce on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood
Mac, the Eagles, and Chicago. Adouble-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the
Billboardcharts for more than a year after its 1977 release and spawned three hitsingles. Odd, then, that its
creators saw it as an `ambitious, extended` work,the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour
aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book- part of Continuum`s ongoing
33 1/3 series - by Canadian musician and musicjournalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the
making of amasterpiece." —Upper North Side

"Don Breithaupt has crafted an informative book about SteelyDan's platinum sixth album, Aja—part of
Continuum Press' 33 1/3 series onacclaimed albums in rock history. Theauthor analyzes Walter Becker and
Donald Fagen's cryptic word play and artyrock and West Coast studio contributions to the 1977 release and
tried to builda case in support of his fervid-fan claim that Aja is 'the best record in thesolar
system.'"—Downbeat Magazine

"Aja is the first one [in the series] I've read, but I'll be checking out the others. Highly recommended."
Stereophile, December 2009

“Musician and songwriter Breithaupt’s book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of a teenybopper and the insight of an academic”

(Sanford Lakoff)

“Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercialforce on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood
Mac, the Eagles, and Chicago. Adouble-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the
Billboardcharts for more than a year after its 1977 release and spawned three hitsingles. Odd, then, that its
creators saw it as an `ambitious, extended` work,the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour
aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book- part of Continuum`s ongoing
33 1/3 series - by Canadian musician and musicjournalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the
making of amasterpiece.” –Upper North Side

“Don Breithaupt has crafted an informative book about SteelyDan’s platinum sixth album, Aja—part of
Continuum Press’ 33 1/3 series onacclaimed albums in rock history. Theauthor analyzes Walter Becker and



Donald Fagen’s cryptic word play and artyrock and West Coast studio contributions to the 1977 release and
tried to builda case in support of his fervid-fan claim that Aja is 'the best record in thesolar
system.’”—Downbeat Magazine

"Aja is the first one [in the series] I’ve read, but I’ll be checking out the others. Highly recommended."
Stereophile, December 2009

Review

"Musician and songwriter Breithaupt's book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of a teenybopper and the insight of an academic"

(Terry Staunton, Record Collector )

"Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood Mac, the
Eagles, and Chicago. A double-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard charts for more than
a year after its 1977 release and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an `ambitious, extended`
work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book - part of Continuum`s ongoing 33 1/3
series - by Canadian musician and music journalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the making of a
masterpiece." -Upper North Side

"Don Breithaupt has crafted an informative book about Steely Dan's platinum sixth album, Aja-part of
Continuum Press' 33 1/3 series on acclaimed albums in rock history. The author analyzes Walter Becker and
Donald Fagen's cryptic word play and arty rock and West Coast studio contributions to the 1977 release and
tried to build a case in support of his fervid-fan claim that Aja is 'the best record in the solar
system.'"-Downbeat Magazine

"Aja is the first one [in the series I've read, but I'll be checking out the others. Highly recommended."
Stereophile, December 2009

“Musician and songwriter Breithaupt’s book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of a teenybopper and the insight of an academic”

(, )

“Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood Mac, the
Eagles, and Chicago. A double-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard charts for more than
a year after its 1977 release and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an `ambitious, extended`
work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book - part of Continuum`s ongoing 33 1/3



series - by Canadian musician and music journalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the making of a
masterpiece.” –Upper North Side

About the Author

Don Breithaupt is a studio musician and songwriter based in Toronto. He is the co-author of Precious and
Few: Pop Music in the Early '70s and Night Moves: Pop Music in the Late '70s. A Berklee College of Music
alumnus and three-time Juno Award nominee, he has written extensively on music and film for the National
Post.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

The knowledge that you get from Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) is a more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having that Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) instantly.

Martin Duval:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3).

Cheryl Kirkland:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) can make you experience more interested to read.



Sarah McClain:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-
book Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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