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This book isacritically informed challenge to the traditional histories of rhetoric
and to the current emphasis on Aristotle and Plato as the most significant
classical voicesin rhetoric. Init, Susan C. Jarratt argues that the first sophists—a
diverse group of traveling intellectuals in the fifth century B.C.—should be given
amore prominent place in the study of rhetoric and composition. Rereading the
ancient sophists, she creates a new lens through which to see contemporary social
issues, including the orality/literacy debate, feminist writing, deconstruction, and

writing pedagogy.

The sophists’ pleasure in the play of language, their focus on historical contin-
gency, and the centrality of their teaching for democratic practice were
sufficiently threatening to their successors Plato and Aristotle that both sought to
bury the sophists under philosophical theories of language. The censure of Plato
and Aris-totle set a pattern for historical views of the sophists for centuries.
Following Hegel and Nietzsche, Jarratt breaks the pattern, finding in the sophists
amore progressive charter for teachers and scholars of reading and writing, as
well as for those in the adjacent disciplines of literary criticism and theory,
education, speech communication, and ancient history.

In tracing the historical interpretations of sophistic rhetoric, Jarratt suggests that
the sophists themselves provide the outlines of an alternative to history-writing as
the discovery and recounting of a set of stable facts. She sees sophistic use of
narrative in argument as a challenge to a simple division between orality and
literacy, current discussions of which virtually ignore the sophists. Outlining
similarities between écriture féminine and sophistic style, Jarratt shows that
contemporary feminisms have more in common with sophists than just a style;
they share arhetorical basis for deployment of theory in political action. In her
final chapter, Jarratt takes issue with accounts of sophistic pedagogy focusing on
technique and the devel opment of the individual. She argues that, despiteits
employment by powerful demagogues, sophistic pedagogy offers aresource for
today’ s teachers interested in encouraging minority voices of resistance through
language study as the practice of democracy.
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This book is acritically informed challenge to the traditional histories of rhetoric and to the current emphasis
on Aristotle and Plato as the most significant classical voicesin rhetoric. In it, Susan C. Jarratt argues that
the first sophists—a diverse group of traveling intellectualsin the fifth century B.C.—should be given a
more prominent place in the study of rhetoric and composition. Rereading the ancient sophists, she creates a
new lens through which to see contemporary social issues, including the orality/literacy debate, feminist
writing, deconstruction, and writing pedagogy.

The sophists’ pleasure in the play of language, their focus on historical contin-gency, and the centrality of
their teaching for democratic practice were sufficiently threatening to their successors Plato and Aristotle
that both sought to bury the sophists under philosophical theories of language. The censure of Plato and
Aris-totle set a pattern for historical views of the sophists for centuries. Following Hegel and Nietzsche,
Jarratt breaks the pattern, finding in the sophists a more progressive charter for teachers and scholars of
reading and writing, as well as for those in the adjacent disciplines of literary criticism and theory, education,
speech communication, and ancient history.

In tracing the historical interpretations of sophistic rhetoric, Jarratt suggests that the sophists themselves
provide the outlines of an alternative to history-writing as the discovery and recounting of a set of stable
facts. She sees sophistic use of narrative in argument as a challenge to a ssimple division between orality and
literacy, current discussions of which virtually ignore the sophists. Outlining similarities between écriture
féminine and sophistic style, Jarratt shows that contemporary feminisms have more in common with sophists
than just a style; they share arhetorical basis for deployment of theory in political action. In her final chapter,
Jarratt takes issue with accounts of sophistic pedagogy focusing on technique and the development of the
individual. She argues that, despite its employment by powerful demagogues, sophistic pedagogy offers a
resource for today’ s teachers interested in encouraging minority voices of resistance through language study
as the practice of democracy.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Judith Joiner:

This Rereading the Sophists. Classical Rhetoric Refigured book is just not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will
get. This particular Rereading the Sophists: Classical Rhetoric Refigured without we recognize teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Rereading the Sophists:
Classical Rhetoric Refigured can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves
come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Rereading the Sophists:
Classical Rhetoric Refigured having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

CiaraWolfe

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Rereading the Sophists: Classical Rhetoric
Refigured as the daily resource information.

Hazel Freese:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Rereading the Sophists: Classical Rhetoric Refigured provide you with a new experiencein
looking at a book.

Tammy Robinson:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social



media. Y ou can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching
fromit. It is called of book Rereading the Sophists: Classical Rhetoric Refigured. Y ou can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It ismost critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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