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The York Mystery Plays are a cycle of originally performed on wagons in the
city. They date from the fourteenth century and Biblical narrative from Creation
to Last Judgment. After nearly four hundred years without a performance, a
revival of the York Mysteries began in 1951 when local amateurs led by
professional theatre practitioners staged them during the festival of Britain.
Playing a Part in History examines the ways in which the revival of these plays
transformed them for twentieth- and twenty-first-century audiences.

Considering such topics as the contemporary popularity of the plays, the agendas
of the revivalists, and major production differences, Margaret Rogerson provides
a fascinating comparison of medieval and modern English drama. Drawing
extensively on archival material, and newspaper and academic reviews of the
plays in recent years, Playing a Part in History is not only an illuminating
account of early English drama, but also of the ways in which theatre allows
people to interact with the past.
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The York Mystery Plays are a cycle of originally performed on wagons in the city. They date from the
fourteenth century and Biblical narrative from Creation to Last Judgment. After nearly four hundred years
without a performance, a revival of the York Mysteries began in 1951 when local amateurs led by
professional theatre practitioners staged them during the festival of Britain. Playing a Part in History
examines the ways in which the revival of these plays transformed them for twentieth- and twenty-first-
century audiences.

Considering such topics as the contemporary popularity of the plays, the agendas of the revivalists, and
major production differences, Margaret Rogerson provides a fascinating comparison of medieval and modern
English drama. Drawing extensively on archival material, and newspaper and academic reviews of the plays
in recent years, Playing a Part in History is not only an illuminating account of early English drama, but also
of the ways in which theatre allows people to interact with the past.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘Rogerson’s new study is of great interest… It is a very human story with a serious academic purpose… The
author can be congratulated on a work which is far more than a narrative of a city’s collective efforts at a
dramatic revival.’ (D.M. Palliser, Northern History: vol67:02:10)

About the Author
Margaret Rogerson is a senior lecturer in the Department of English at the University of Sydney.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marisa Reber:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006 (Studies in
Early English Drama) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer involving Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006
(Studies in Early English Drama) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006 (Studies in Early English Drama) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Yvonne Speight:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006 (Studies in Early English Drama) can
be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Maria Mariani:

The book untitled Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006 (Studies in Early English
Drama) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-



site and order it. Have a nice study.

Bobbie Freeman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006
(Studies in Early English Drama) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Playing a Part in History: The York Mysteries, 1951 - 2006 (Studies in Early English Drama) has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
in which.
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