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An exploration of musical harmony from its ancient fundamentals to its most
complex modern progressions, addressing how and why it resonates emotionally
and spiritually in the individual.

W. A. Mathieu, an accomplished author and recording artist, presents a way of
learning music that reconnects modern-day musicians with the source from
which music was originally generated. As the author states, "The rules of music--
including counterpoint and harmony--were not formed in our brains but in the
resonance chambers of our bodies." His theory of music reconciles the ancient
harmonic system of just intonation with the modern system of twelve-tone
temperament. Saying that the way we think music is far from the way we do
music, Mathieu explains why certain combinations of sounds are experienced by
the listener as harmonious. His prose often resembles the rhythms and cadences
of music itself, and his many musical examples allow readers to discover their
own musical responses.
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An exploration of musical harmony from its ancient fundamentals to its most complex modern progressions,
addressing how and why it resonates emotionally and spiritually in the individual.

W. A. Mathieu, an accomplished author and recording artist, presents a way of learning music that
reconnects modern-day musicians with the source from which music was originally generated. As the author
states, "The rules of music--including counterpoint and harmony--were not formed in our brains but in the
resonance chambers of our bodies." His theory of music reconciles the ancient harmonic system of just
intonation with the modern system of twelve-tone temperament. Saying that the way we think music is far
from the way we do music, Mathieu explains why certain combinations of sounds are experienced by the
listener as harmonious. His prose often resembles the rhythms and cadences of music itself, and his many
musical examples allow readers to discover their own musical responses.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This volume offers experiential keys to help unlock the mystery of how music works its deep affect upon
us. Harmonic Experience extends any reader's understanding of music and is a user-friendly, elegant and
graceful work. It is a technical treatise about the inner workings of music." (Daniel Atesh Sonneborn,
Smithsonian Institution)

"Mathieu's books are worth reading for anyone in any field of music--jazz, classical, gospel, or any other.
He's found the words to tell the power of music." (Pete Seeger, folksinger)

"This book goes beyond what most textbooks offer, and its highly original pedagogy deserves the attention
of every teacher of harmony. Above all, this is a book for anyone who would like to acquire harmony as a
lived experience rather than as mere memorization of unyielding rules on paper." (Chien-Chang Yang,
Quarterly Journal of the MLA)

"Mathieu is consistently proving himself to be one of the best in musical theory." (John Coltrane in
Downbeat Magazine)

About the Author
W. A. Mathieu is the author of The Listening Book and The Musical Life. His compositions and solo piano
music have been extensively recorded. He lives in Sebastopol, California, where he writes, composes, and
teaches.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marina Espinal:

The knowledge that you get from Harmonic Experience: Tonal Harmony from Its Natural Origins to Its
Modern Expression could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Harmonic Experience:
Tonal Harmony from Its Natural Origins to Its Modern Expression giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this Harmonic Experience: Tonal Harmony from Its
Natural Origins to Its Modern Expression instantly.

Linda Sandoval:

The e-book with title Harmonic Experience: Tonal Harmony from Its Natural Origins to Its Modern
Expression includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of



the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joseph Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Harmonic Experience: Tonal Harmony from Its Natural Origins
to Its Modern Expression it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Harold Scott:

The book untitled Harmonic Experience: Tonal Harmony from Its Natural Origins to Its Modern Expression
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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