
Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House
Garden: From the Archives of Country Life

By Judith B. Tankard

Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden: From the Archives of
Country Life By Judith B. Tankard

This is the first book in over two decades devoted to the most important garden
designer of the twentieth century. Gertrude Jekyll (1843–1932) laid the basis for
modern garden design and is credited with popularizing an informal, naturalistic
look in counterpoint to the rigid, formal landscapes of the Victorian era. Her
collaboration with Edwin Lutyens produced seminal garden masterpieces of the
Arts & Crafts movement, including Hestercombe and Folly Farm. Also known as
a prolific and influential writer, Jekyll contributed more than a hundred articles to
Country Life and designed three gardens for the publication’s founder, Edward
Hudson. As a result, the Country Life archive has an unrivaled record of her
work. This book includes a combination of both archival black-and-white and
contemporary color photographs highlighting a selection of the more than 350
gardens Jekyll created. The book is organized in four sections and then concludes
with an extensive bibliography and index. Introduction: Biographical overview:
family, training, early influences, travel, homes; Accomplishments as an artist,
gardener, designer, and writer; Circle of friends: artists, gardeners, architects, and
writers; importance of their personal gardens, such as Gravetye Manor and
Warley Place; Relationship with Country Life, Hudson, E. T. Cook, Robinson,
Tipping, Weaver, Hussey; Importance of GJ's articles, books, and editorial
activities related to Country Life Home and Garden: Discussion of Munstead
Wood: its design, development, role of Lutyens, role played in Jekyll's books and
articles for Country Life; visuals b/w, autochromes, and new color. Gardens of
Lutyens and Jekyll: Discussion of their working and personal relationship;
Jekyll's style with Lutyens design; progression of their partnership; Examples
include: Orchards (1899), Tigbourne Court (1899), Goddards (1899), Deanery
(1901), Bois des Moutiers (1904), Millmead (1905), Marsh Court (1905), Folly
Farm (1906), Lambay (1907), Hestercombe (1908), Lindisfarne (1911),
Gledstone (1925), Queen's Dolls' House (1924) Gardens for Small Country
Houses: Jekyll's garden design style, her work with other architects, gardens she
wrote about in Country Life, and influence on other designers; Examples include:
Owlpen Manor, Little Boarhunt and Durford Edge (Triggs); Mounton House
(Tipping); Hurtwood House and Westbrook (Turner); Manor House at Upton
Grey (Newton), Townhill Park (Guthrie); Valewood Farm, Woodhouse Copse,
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(Oliver Hill) Garden Ornament: common features in period gardens drawn from
Jekyll's books Wall and Water Gardens, Gardens for Small Country Houses, and
Garden Ornament, with her comments; Examples of pergolas, arbors, water
features, garden houses, ornament, etc., such as Iford, Easton,  (Peto); Deanery,
Heywood, Marsh Court (Lutyens); Mathern and Mounton (Tipping); Leasowes
and other Cotswold houses (Gimson et al); Little Boarhunt (Triggs), and more.
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Editorial Review

Review
“…a wondrous work paying tribute to the work of the woman who laid the foundation for the modern garden
design. The book contains a treasure trove of text and images showcasing and explaining the more than 350
gardens created by Jekyll taken as the title’s sub-text notes: ‘From the Archives of Country Life.’ A Gem.”
~Frommer Luxury Travel
 
“This is a splendid book…” ~Country Life
 
“An artist by training, the British garden designer Gertrude Jekyll created painterly compositions she called
‘living pictures with land and tress and flowers.’ Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden (Rizzoli
$45) samples her influential writings and projects from the early 20th century, many of which survive only in
photos.” ~Elle Décor
 
“…the first book in two decades devoted to the most important garden designer of the 20th century. Jekyll,
who died in 1932, produced in partnership with Edwin Lutyens seminal garden masterpieces of the Arts and
Crafts movement, including Hestercombe and Folly Farm.” ~PaperCity

About the Author

Judith B. Tankard is a well-known landscape historian, author and preservation consultant. She received an
M.A. in art history from the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University and taught at the Landscape
Institute, Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University, since 1987. Her articles and book reviews have been
published in many magazines, including Hortus, Apollo and Country Life. She lectures regularly both in the
United States and Britain. She is the author or co-author of nine illustrated books on landscape history,
including most recently Beatrix Farrand: Private Gardens, Public Landscapes and Gardens of the Arts and
Crafts Movement.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristen Self:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden: From the
Archives of Country Life. Try to stumble through book Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden:
From the Archives of Country Life as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.



Ciara Wolfe:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden:
From the Archives of Country Life book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jennifer Vickery:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Gertrude Jekyll and the Country
House Garden: From the Archives of Country Life is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jesus Gates:

Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden: From the Archives of Country Life can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Gertrude Jekyll and the Country House Garden: From the Archives of Country Life nevertheless doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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