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I loathe us, I loathe our stupid puerile view of the world … That we have only to
do it, that we have only to go puff, and the monster buildings will go splat ...

London, the early 70s. Poverty, homelessness, rising inequality, unemployment,
industrial disputes. Five young activists squat a disused building and try to make
a stand against it all.

Fired up by left-wing idealism, but short on pragmatism, they discover that the
revolution may be a long time coming and when the protest leads to tragedy,
some of them are driven to more violent methods. Meanwhile, two Tory MPs
meet for a quiet chat to pass over the reins of power.

Both epic and intimate, Howard Brenton's 1973 play Magnificence takes us from
the grubby barracks of the revolutionary struggle to the heart of centre-right Tory
politicking, creating a panoramic vision of Britain at a pivotal moment in history.
Many of its themes remain burning issues today – police brutality, drug abuse,
the deceptions of professional politicians, the social housing crisis and whether
violence can ever be justified for political ends.

Magnificence originally premiered at the Royal Court Theatre, London, in June
1973, directed by Max Stafford-Clark and with a cast that included Pete
Postlethwaite, Kenneth Cranham, Michael Kitchen and Robert Eddison. This
edition was published to coincide with the first professional London revival in
over 40 years at the Finborough Theatre in October 2016.
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London, the early 70s. Poverty, homelessness, rising inequality, unemployment, industrial disputes. Five
young activists squat a disused building and try to make a stand against it all.

Fired up by left-wing idealism, but short on pragmatism, they discover that the revolution may be a long time
coming and when the protest leads to tragedy, some of them are driven to more violent methods. Meanwhile,
two Tory MPs meet for a quiet chat to pass over the reins of power.

Both epic and intimate, Howard Brenton's 1973 play Magnificence takes us from the grubby barracks of the
revolutionary struggle to the heart of centre-right Tory politicking, creating a panoramic vision of Britain at a
pivotal moment in history. Many of its themes remain burning issues today – police brutality, drug abuse, the
deceptions of professional politicians, the social housing crisis and whether violence can ever be justified for
political ends.

Magnificence originally premiered at the Royal Court Theatre, London, in June 1973, directed by Max
Stafford-Clark and with a cast that included Pete Postlethwaite, Kenneth Cranham, Michael Kitchen and
Robert Eddison. This edition was published to coincide with the first professional London revival in over 40
years at the Finborough Theatre in October 2016.
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Editorial Review

Review
A wonderful piece of theatre; annexing whole new chunks of modern life and presenting them in a style at
once fruitful and magnified * The Times * [Brenton's] first real masterpiece * Guardian * [Howard Brenton]
has brought to political theatre a gift for strong images, tart language, moral questioning * Guardian *

About the Author
Howard Brenton is one of the UK's most respected dramatists. His acclaimed plays include The Romans In
Britain, Bloody Poetry, Weapons of Happiness, Pravda with David Hare and, more recently, In Extremis,
Anne Boleyn and Doctor Scroggy's War for Shakespeare's Globe, Paul and Never So Good for the National
Theatre, and 55 Days, The Arrest of Ai Weiwei, Drawing the Line and Lawrence After Arabia for Hampstead
Theatre. He also wrote fourteen episodes of BBC spy drama Spooks.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Magnificence
(Modern Plays) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Mary Molinari:

This book untitled Magnificence (Modern Plays) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Mattie Regan:

Beside this Magnificence (Modern Plays) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Magnificence
(Modern Plays) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!



Maria Lamotte:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Magnificence (Modern Plays). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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