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A “brilliant” look at America’s sixteenth president by the New York
Times—bestselling, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Lincoln (American
Historical Review).

First published in 1956 and revised and updated for the twenty-first century,
Lincoln Reconsidered is a masterpiece of Civil War scholarship. In a dozen
eloquent, witty, and incisive essays, the author of the definitive biography of
Abraham Lincoln offers afresh perspective on topics previously shrouded in
myth and hagiography and brings the president’ s tough-mindedness, strategic
acumen, and political flexibility into sharp focus.

From Lincoln’s patchwork education to his contradictory interpretations of the
Consgtitution and the legacy of the Founding Fathers, David Herbert Donald
reveals the legal mind behind the legend of the Great Emancipator. “ Toward a
Reconsideration of the Abolitionists’ sheds new light on the radicalism of the
antislavery movement, while “Herndon and Mary Lincoln” brilliantly
characterizes the complicated relationship between two of the president’ s closest
companions. “ Getting Right with Lincoln” and “The Folklore Lincoln” draw on
the methods of cultural anthropology to produce a provocative analysis of
Lincoln as symbol.

No historian has done more to enhance our understanding of Lincoln’s
presidency and the causes and effects of the Civil War than Donald. Lincoln

Reconsidered is an entertaining and accessible introduction to hiswork and a
must-read for every student of American history.
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A “brilliant” look at America’s sixteenth president by the New York Times—bestselling, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of Lincoln (American Historical Review).

First published in 1956 and revised and updated for the twenty-first century, Lincoln Reconsidered isa
masterpiece of Civil War scholarship. In a dozen eloquent, witty, and incisive essays, the author of the
definitive biography of Abraham Lincoln offers afresh perspective on topics previously shrouded in myth
and hagiography and brings the president’ s tough-mindedness, strategic acumen, and political flexibility into
sharp focus.

From Lincoln’s patchwork education to his contradictory interpretations of the Constitution and the legacy of
the Founding Fathers, David Herbert Donald reveals the legal mind behind the legend of the Great
Emancipator. “ Toward a Reconsideration of the Abolitionists’ sheds new light on the radicalism of the
antislavery movement, while “Herndon and Mary Lincoln” brilliantly characterizes the complicated
relationship between two of the president’s closest companions. “Getting Right with Lincoln” and “ The
Folklore Lincoln” draw on the methods of cultural anthropology to produce a provocative analysis of
Lincoln as symbol.

No historian has done more to enhance our understanding of Lincoln’s presidency and the causes and effects
of the Civil War than Donald. Lincoln Reconsidered is an entertaining and accessible introduction to his
work and a must-read for every student of American history.
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Editorial Review
Review
“A common sense, witty, and erudite analysis.” —The Atlantic

“Written with style and wit, emanating from great learning, [Lincoln Reconsidered] is as refreshing as an
opened window in a stuffy room.” —The New York Times

“A book of elegant essays. . . inwhich [Donald] stressed his subject’ s tough-mindedness and tactical skills.”
—Geoffrey C. Ward, The New York Times Book Review

“Brilliant . . . deserves] to be pondered by all scholarsin the field.” —American Historical Review

Praisefor David Herbert Donald
“Mr. Donald isararity among American historical biographers, being not merely aman of irreproachable
scholarship and balance but an interesting writer.” —The New Yorker

“Donald writes with lucidity and elegance.” —James M. McPherson

“Lincoln immediately takes its place among the best of the genre, and it is unlikely that it will be surpassed
in elegance, incisiveness and originality. . . . A book of tenacity, interpretive boldness and almost acrobatic
balance.” —Harold Holzer, Chicago Tribune

From the Publisher
"An erudite analysis of certain unrealities which have grown to be accepted as Gospel truths in the average
American's thinking about Lincoln and the Civil War."--The Atlantic Monthly

From the Inside Flap
Why did the North win the Civil War?

What accounted for Lincoln's success as a wartime statesman?
What factors brought about sectionalism during the pre-war decades?
What is the meaning of the Lincoln legend for contemporary America?

In light of new techniques for research in the social sciences, Professor David Donald presents his brilliant
reinterpretations of Civil War issues and personalities

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Lalonde;

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of



information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them isthis Lincoln Reconsidered:
Essays on the Civil War Era.

Deborah Beaudry:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the Civil War Erayour thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the Civil War Era
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for
your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Thomas Brown:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could haveit in
e-book way, more ssimple and reachable. This specific Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the Civil War Era
can give you alot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the
Civil War Era

Charles Adams;

Some peopl e said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the
Civil War Erato make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the Civil War Era can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of thistime.
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