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Most people equate L os Angeles with smog, sprawl, forty suburbsin search of a
city-the great "what-not-to-do" of twentieth-century city building. But there's
much more to LA's story than this shallow stereotype. History shows that Los
Angeleswas intensely, ubiquitously planned. The consequences of that planning-
the environmental history of urbanism--is one place to turn for the more complex
lessons LA hasto offer.

Working forward from ancient times and ancient ecologies to the very recent
past, Land of Sunshine is a fascinating exploration of the environmental history
of greater Los Angeles. Rather than rehearsing alitany of errors or insults against
nature, rather than decrying the lost opportunities of "roads not taken," these
essays, by nineteen leading geologists, ecologists, and historians, instead
consider the changing dynamics both of the city and of nature.

In the nineteenth century, for example, "density" was considered an evil, and
reformers struggled mightily to move the working poor out to areas where better
sanitation and flowers and parks "made life seem worth the living."

We now call that vision "sprawl,” and we struggle just as much to bring middie-
class people back into the core of American cities. There's nothing natural, or
inevitable, about such turns of events. It's only by paying very close attention to
the ways metropolitan nature has been constructed and construed that meaningful
lessons can be drawn. History matters.

So here are the plants and animals of the Los Angeles basin, itsriversand
watersheds. Here are the landscapes of fact and fantasy, the historical actors,
events, and circumstances that have proved transformative over and over again.
The result is a nuanced and rich portrait of Los Angeles that will serve planners,
communities, and environmentalists as they look to the past for clues, if not
blueprints, for enhancing the quality and viability of cities.
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Most people equate L os Angeles with smog, sprawl, forty suburbsin search of acity-the great "what-not-to-
do" of twentieth-century city building. But there's much moreto LA's story than this shallow stereotype.
History shows that Los Angeles was intensely, ubiquitously planned. The consequences of that planning-the
environmental history of urbanism--is one place to turn for the more complex lessons LA hasto offer.

Working forward from ancient times and ancient ecologies to the very recent past, Land of Sunshineisa
fascinating exploration of the environmental history of greater Los Angeles. Rather than rehearsing a litany
of errors or insults against nature, rather than decrying the lost opportunities of "roads not taken," these
essays, by nineteen leading geologists, ecologists, and historians, instead consider the changing dynamics
both of the city and of nature.

In the nineteenth century, for example, "density” was considered an evil, and reformers struggled mightily to
move the working poor out to areas where better sanitation and flowers and parks "made life seem worth the
living."

We now call that vision "sprawl,” and we struggle just as much to bring middle-class people back into the
core of American cities. There's nothing natural, or inevitable, about such turns of events. It's only by paying
very close attention to the ways metropolitan nature has been constructed and construed that meaningful
lessons can be drawn. History matters.

S0 here are the plants and animals of the Los Angeles basin, its rivers and watersheds. Here are the
landscapes of fact and fantasy, the historical actors, events, and circumstances that have proved
transformative over and over again. The result is anuanced and rich portrait of Los Angelesthat will serve
planners, communities, and environmentalists as they look to the past for clues, if not blueprints, for
enhancing the quality and viability of cities.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Since ancient times, great cities have been shaped by their environments. But cities have also exacted their
price. Inthese astute and very necessary essays, |eading experts who are also good writers tackle important
guestions regarding the origins, rise, present circumstances and future sustainability of the second largest
metropolitan region in the nation. No one can understand the City of Angels and its attendant communities
without reference to this pioneering book.”

—Kevin Starr, University Professor and Professor of History, University of Southern California, Author,
Americans and the California Dream series

"A powerful and compelling insight into how the greater Los Angeles area from prehistory to the present has
succeeded, failed, and compromised at environmental sustainability.”
—Norris Hundley, UCLA

"The collection offers a strong arguement for the continued relevance and vitality of serious writing about
Los Angeles, and of promise for the editor's enterprise in urban environmental history."
--Historical Geography

From the Back Cover

Most people equate L os Angeles with smog, sprawl, forty suburbsin search of acity-the great "what-not-to-
do" of twentieth-century city building. But there's much moreto LA's story than this shallow stereotype.
History shows that Los Angeles was intensely, ubiquitously planned. The consequences of that planning-the
environmental history of urbanism--is one place to turn for the more complex lessons LA has to offer.

Working forward from ancient times and ancient ecologies to the very recent past, Land of Sunshineisa
fascinating exploration of the environmental history of greater Los Angeles. Rather than rehearsing alitany
of errors or insults against nature, rather than decrying the lost opportunities of "roads not taken," these
essays, by nineteen leading geologists, ecologists, and historians, instead consider the changing dynamics
both of the city and of nature.

In the nineteenth century, for example, "density” was considered an evil, and reformers struggled mightily to
move the working poor out to areas where better sanitation and flowers and parks "made life seem worth the
living."

We now call that vision "sprawl,” and we struggle just as much to bring middle-class people back into the
core of American cities. There's nothing natural, or inevitable, about such turns of events. It's only by paying
very close attention to the ways metropolitan nature has been constructed and construed that meaningful
lessons can be drawn. History matters.

S0 here are the plants and animals of the Los Angeles basin, its rivers and watersheds. Here are the



landscapes of fact and fantasy, the historical actors, events, and circumstances that have proved
transformative over and over again. The result is a nuanced and rich portrait of Los Angeles that will serve
planners, communities, and environmentalists as they look to the past for clues, if not blueprints, for
enhancing the quality and viability of cities.

About the Author

William Deverédll, professor of history at the University of Southern California and director of the
Huntington-USC Institute on California and the West, is the author of Whitewashed Adobe: The Rise of Los
Angeles and the Remaking of Its Mexican Past and editor of the Blackwell Companion to the American
West. With Greg Hise, he coauthored Eden by Design: The 1930 Olmsted-Bartholomew Plan for the Los
Angeles Region.

Greg Hiseisan urban historian in the School of Policy, Planning, Development at the University of
Southern California where he holds joint appointments in the departments of history and geography. Heis
the author of Magnetic Los Angeles. Planning the Twentieth-Century Metropolis (awarded the Spiro K ostof
Prize and Pflueger Award) and a coeditor of Rethinking Los Angeles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gloria Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is aways change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of
Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruby Pritchett:

This Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) usualy are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation
of this Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just ssmple looking
at food but feed you with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles
(Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.



Wiley Wagner:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History
of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are
alot of folksthat recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

AdrienneHelms:

This Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban
Environ) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can state no rambling sentencesinit. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole
detailsinit. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los
Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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