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Both on the continent and off, “Africa” is spoken of in terms of crisis: as a place
of failure and seemingly insurmountable problems, as a moral challenge to the
international community. What, though, is really at stake in discussions about
Africa, its problems, and its place in the world? And what should be the response
of those scholars who have sought to understand not the “Africa” portrayed in
broad strokes in journalistic accounts and policy papers but rather specific places
and social realities within Africa?

In Global Shadows the renowned anthropologist James Ferguson moves beyond
the traditional anthropological focus on local communities to explore more
general questions about Africa and its place in the contemporary world. Ferguson
develops his argument through a series of provocative essays which open—as he
shows they must—into interrogations of globalization, modernity, worldwide
inequality, and social justice. He maintains that Africans in a variety of social
and geographical locations increasingly seek to make claims of membership
within a global community, claims that contest the marginalization that has so far
been the principal fruit of “globalization” for Africa. Ferguson contends that such
claims demand new understandings of the global, centered less on transnational
flows and images of unfettered connection than on the social relations that
selectively constitute global society and on the rights and obligations that
characterize it.

Ferguson points out that anthropologists and others who have refused the
category of Africa as empirically problematic have, in their devotion to
particularity, allowed themselves to remain bystanders in the broader
conversations about Africa. In Global Shadows, he urges fellow scholars into the
arena, encouraging them to find a way to speak beyond the academy about
Africa’s position within an egregiously imbalanced world order.
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of those scholars who have sought to understand not the “Africa” portrayed in broad strokes in journalistic
accounts and policy papers but rather specific places and social realities within Africa?

In Global Shadows the renowned anthropologist James Ferguson moves beyond the traditional
anthropological focus on local communities to explore more general questions about Africa and its place in
the contemporary world. Ferguson develops his argument through a series of provocative essays which
open—as he shows they must—into interrogations of globalization, modernity, worldwide inequality, and
social justice. He maintains that Africans in a variety of social and geographical locations increasingly seek
to make claims of membership within a global community, claims that contest the marginalization that has so
far been the principal fruit of “globalization” for Africa. Ferguson contends that such claims demand new
understandings of the global, centered less on transnational flows and images of unfettered connection than
on the social relations that selectively constitute global society and on the rights and obligations that
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Ferguson points out that anthropologists and others who have refused the category of Africa as empirically
problematic have, in their devotion to particularity, allowed themselves to remain bystanders in the broader
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Editorial Review

Review

“Global Shadows is one of the most thoughtful, provocative, intelligent books written about Africa in a very
long time. It raises in the most profound possible way the question of what precisely Africa is in the twenty-
first century: a place, a predicament, an imaginative object, a discursive trope, a ‘place-in-the-world’ whose
economies and social orders, governance and geography, are undergoing bewilderingly complex
transformations. James Ferguson challenges us to understand those transformations, this place-in-the-world,
in an altogether fresh manner.”—John Comaroff, University of Chicago

“Speaking rationally about Africa is not something that has ever come naturally. This book is a tour de force.
James Ferguson shows that a radical critique of the most obtuse and cynical prejudices about Africa can be
made without one repeating and perpetuating these prejudices under some other guise.”—Achille Mbembe,
author of On the Postcolony

“Ferguson's is a substantial voice for and about contemporary Africa. Global Shadows is of general interest
to Africanists and includes several essays that can be used productively in the classroom. . . . Together, [the
essays] make a statement that, in its collective impact, is even more perceptive than in its unconnected
parts.”
(Sandra T. Barnes American Ethnologist)

“Unlike many essay collections, Ferguson’s adds up to a coherent whole, and is marked by his talent for
providing fresh insights into stale or stagnant discussions. . . . Without doubt, and regardless of one’s
perspective, Global Shadows is a major gift to the discipline. It is a confident, thorough, and thought-
provoking book that raises important questions not only about the idea of Africa but also about the future of
anthropology.”
(Matthew Engelke Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute)

"Ferguson's latest book is certainly a good read and presents a clear argument about Africa's engagement
with the global system. . . . This is an extremely useful book for anyone interested in understanding the
complexities of Africa's role in a neoliberal world order."
(Rosaleen Duffy, Modern African Studies
)

From the Back Cover
""Global Shadows "is one of the most thoughtful, provocative, intelligent books written about Africa in a
very long time. It raises in the most profound possible way the question of what precisely Africa is in the
twenty-first century: a place, a predicament, an imaginative object, a discursive trope, a 'place-in-the-world'
whose economies and social orders, governance and geography, are undergoing bewilderingly complex
transformations. James Ferguson challenges us to understand those transformations, this place-in-the-world,
in an altogether fresh manner."--John Comaroff, University of Chicago

About the Author



James Ferguson is Professor of Cultural and Social Anthropology at Stanford University. He is the author of
Expectations of Modernity: Myths and Meanings of Urban Life on the Zambian Copperbelt and The Anti-
Politics Machine: “Development,” Depoliticization, and Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho. He is a coeditor of
Culture, Power, Place: Explorations in Critical Anthropology, also published by Duke University Press, and
of Anthropological Locations: Boundaries and Grounds of a Field Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World
Order to read.

Adrian Rogers:

This Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order are reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The main reason of this Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order can
be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Corinne Schlegel:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Global
Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Rodney Natale:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and



pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order why because the great
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.
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