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The German writer and art critic Carl Einstein (1885–1940) has long been
acknowledged as an important figure in the history of modern art, and yet he is
often sidelined as an enigma. In Form as Revolt Sebastian Zeidler recovers
Einstein's multifaceted career, offering the first comprehensive intellectual
biography of Einstein in English.

Einstein first emerged as a writer of experimental prose through his involvement
with the anarchist journal Die Aktion. After a few limited forays into art
criticism, he burst onto the art scene in 1915 with his book Negro Sculpture, at
once a formalist intervention into the contemporary theory and practice of
European sculpture and a manifesto for the sophistication of African art. Einstein
would go on to publish seminal texts on the cubist paintings of Georges Braque
and Pablo Picasso. His contributions to the surrealist magazine Documents
(which Einstein cofounded with Georges Bataille), including writings on Picasso
and Paul Klee, remain unsurpassed in their depth and complexity.

In a series of close visual analyses—illustrated with major works by Braque,
Picasso, and Klee—Zeidler retrieves the theoretical resources that Einstein
brought to bear on their art. Form as Revolt shows us that to rediscover Einstein's
art criticism is to see the work of great modernist artists anew through the eyes of
one of the most gifted left-wing formalists of the twentieth century.
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The German writer and art critic Carl Einstein (1885–1940) has long been acknowledged as an important
figure in the history of modern art, and yet he is often sidelined as an enigma. In Form as Revolt Sebastian
Zeidler recovers Einstein's multifaceted career, offering the first comprehensive intellectual biography of
Einstein in English.

Einstein first emerged as a writer of experimental prose through his involvement with the anarchist journal
Die Aktion. After a few limited forays into art criticism, he burst onto the art scene in 1915 with his book
Negro Sculpture, at once a formalist intervention into the contemporary theory and practice of European
sculpture and a manifesto for the sophistication of African art. Einstein would go on to publish seminal texts
on the cubist paintings of Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso. His contributions to the surrealist magazine
Documents (which Einstein cofounded with Georges Bataille), including writings on Picasso and Paul Klee,
remain unsurpassed in their depth and complexity.

In a series of close visual analyses—illustrated with major works by Braque, Picasso, and Klee—Zeidler
retrieves the theoretical resources that Einstein brought to bear on their art. Form as Revolt shows us that to
rediscover Einstein's art criticism is to see the work of great modernist artists anew through the eyes of one
of the most gifted left-wing formalists of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With Form as Revolt, Sebastian Zeidler offers a learned, eloquent, and extremely rigorous account of
Einstein's intellectual career and the ways that it illuminates crucial modernist artifacts and texts. Zeidler
paints Carl Einstein as a fascinating, dynamic, often hermetic figure whose seminal writings are central not
only to art history but to intellectual history and German literary studies as well."?Christopher D. Johnson,
The Warburg Institute, University of London

"Sebastian Zeidler has a unique capacity to bring philosophical thought to bear on modern art. The result is
not only the most comprehensive study on Carl Einstein in English but also a thoroughly fresh account of
cubism."?David Joselit, Distinguished Professor, Graduate Center, CUNY

"One of the most brilliant, idiosyncratic, and elusive thinkers of the last century, Carl Einstein has remained
on the margins of academic discourse until now. Fortunately, however, his work appears at last to be poised
for its belated reception, and there is no doubt that Sebastian Zeidler's ambitious book will play an important
role in this rediscovery. Rigorously erudite yet remarkably readable, Form as Revolt encompasses a
biography and oeuvre that thwart easy synopsis while simultaneously generating profound insights into the
cultural history and intellectual landscape of the early twentieth century more generally."?Devin Fore,
Princeton University

About the Author

Sebastian Zeidler is Associate Professor of the History of Art at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maureen Guzman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Form as Revolt: Carl
Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought), you can
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make



them reading a guide.

Judy Brewer:

Why? Because this Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German
Letters, Cultures, and Thought) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Aletha Bassett:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of
Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art
(Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Cleora Yarbro:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters,
Cultures, and Thought) when you necessary it?
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