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Malls, stadiums, and universities are actually liturgical structures that influence
and shape our thoughts and affections. Humans-as Augustine noted-are "desiring
agents," full of longings and passions; in brief, we are what we love. James K. A.
Smith focuses on the themes of liturgy and desire in Desiring the Kingdom, the
first book in what will be a three-volume set on the theology of culture. He
redirects our yearnings to focus on the greatest good: God. Ultimately, Smith
seeks to re-vision education through the process and practice of worship.
Students of philosophy, theology, worldview, and culture will welcome Desiring
the Kingdom, as will those involved in ministry and other interested readers.
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affections. Humans-as Augustine noted-are "desiring agents," full of longings and passions; in brief, we are
what we love. James K. A. Smith focuses on the themes of liturgy and desire in Desiring the Kingdom, the
first book in what will be a three-volume set on the theology of culture. He redirects our yearnings to focus
on the greatest good: God. Ultimately, Smith seeks to re-vision education through the process and practice of
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will those involved in ministry and other interested readers.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
A Philosophical Theology of Culture

Philosopher James K. A. Smith reshapes the very project of Christian education in Desiring the Kingdom.
The first of three volumes that will ultimately provide a comprehensive theology of culture, Desiring the
Kingdom focuses education around the themes of liturgy, formation, and desire. Smith's ultimate purpose is
to re-vision Christian education as a formative process that redirects our desire toward God's kingdom and its
vision of flourishing. In the same way, he re-visions Christian worship as a pedagogical practice that trains
our love.

"James Smith shows in clear, simple, and passionate prose what worship has to do with formation and what
both have to do with education. He argues that the God-directed, embodied love that worship gives us is
central to all three areas and that those concerned as Christians with teaching and learning need to pay
attention, first and last, to the ordering of love. This is an important book and one whose audience should be
much broader than the merely scholarly."--Paul J. Griffiths, Duke Divinity School

"In lucid and lively prose, Jamie Smith reaches back past Calvin to Augustine, crafting a new and insightful
Reformed vision for higher education that focuses on the fundamental desires of the human heart rather than
on worldviews. Smith deftly describes the 'liturgies' of contemporary life that are played out in churches--but
also in shopping malls, sports arenas, and the ad industry--and then re-imagines the Christian university as a
place where students learn to properly love the world and not just think about it."--Douglas Jacobsen and
Rhonda Hustedt Jacobsen, Messiah College; authors of Scholarship and Christian Faith: Enlarging the
Conversation

"This is a wise, provocative, and inspiring book. It prophetically blurs the boundaries between theory and
practice, between theology and other disciplines, between descriptive analysis and constructive imagination.
Anyone involved in Christian education should read this book to glimpse a holistic vision of learning and
formation. Anyone involved in the worship life of Christian communities should read this book to discover
again all that is at stake in the choices we make about our practices."--John D. Witvliet, Calvin Institute of
Christian Worship; Calvin College and Calvin Theological Seminary

About the Author
James K. A. Smith (PhD, Villanova University) is the Gary & Henrietta Byker Chair in Applied Reformed
Theology & Worldview at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In addition, he is editor of Comment
magazine and a senior fellow of the Colossian Forum. He has penned the critically acclaimed Who's Afraid
of Postmodernism? and Introducing Radical Orthodoxy, and his edited books include After Modernity? and
Hermeneutics at the Crossroads. Smith is the editor of the well-received Church and Postmodern Culture
series (www.churchandpomo.org).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



William Boehme:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Desiring the
Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural Liturgies) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick
Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural Liturgies) become your
current starter.

Angela Harris:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural
Liturgies) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Ann Birdsell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Desiring the Kingdom:
Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural Liturgies) or even others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Desiring the Kingdom: Worship,
Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural Liturgies) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Issac Molina:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural
Liturgies) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with this book Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Cultural
Liturgies). You can more pleasing than now.
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