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The idea of eliminating undesirable traits from human temperament to create a
"new man" has been part of moral and political thinking worldwide for millennia.
During the Enlightenment, European philosophers sought to construct an
ideological framework for reshaping human nature. But it was only among the
communist regimes of the twentieth century that such ideas were actually put into
practice on a nationwide scale. In this book Yinghong Cheng examines three
culturally diverse sociopolitical experiments?the Soviet Union under Lenin and
Stalin, China under Mao, and Cuba under Castro?in an attempt to better
understand the origins and development of the "new man."

The book’s fundamental concerns are how these communist revolutions strove to
create a new, morally and psychologically superior, human being and how this
task paralleled efforts to create a superior society. To these ends, it addresses a
number of questions: What are the intellectual roots of the new man concept?
How was this idealistic and utopian goal linked to specific political and economic
programs? How do the policies of these particular regimes, based as they are on
universal communist ideology, reflect national and cultural traditions? Cheng
begins by exploring the origins of the idea of human perfectibility during the
Enlightenment. His discussion moves to other European intellectual movements,
and then to the creation of the Soviet Man, the first communist new man in world
history. Subsequent chapters examine China’s experiment with human nature,
starting with the nationalistic debate about a new national character at the turn of
the twentieth century; and Cuban perceptions of the new man and his role in
propelling the revolution from a nationalist, to a socialist, and finally a
communist movement. The last chapter considers the global influence of the
Soviet, Chinese, and Cuban experiments.

Creating the "New Man" contributes greatly to our understanding of how three
very different countries and their leaders carried out problematic and
controversial visions and programs. It will be of special interest to students and
scholars of world history and intellectual, social, and revolutionary history, and
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also development studies and philosophy.
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The idea of eliminating undesirable traits from human temperament to create a "new man" has been part of
moral and political thinking worldwide for millennia. During the Enlightenment, European philosophers
sought to construct an ideological framework for reshaping human nature. But it was only among the
communist regimes of the twentieth century that such ideas were actually put into practice on a nationwide
scale. In this book Yinghong Cheng examines three culturally diverse sociopolitical experiments?the Soviet
Union under Lenin and Stalin, China under Mao, and Cuba under Castro?in an attempt to better understand
the origins and development of the "new man."

The book’s fundamental concerns are how these communist revolutions strove to create a new, morally and
psychologically superior, human being and how this task paralleled efforts to create a superior society. To
these ends, it addresses a number of questions: What are the intellectual roots of the new man concept? How
was this idealistic and utopian goal linked to specific political and economic programs? How do the policies
of these particular regimes, based as they are on universal communist ideology, reflect national and cultural
traditions? Cheng begins by exploring the origins of the idea of human perfectibility during the
Enlightenment. His discussion moves to other European intellectual movements, and then to the creation of
the Soviet Man, the first communist new man in world history. Subsequent chapters examine China’s
experiment with human nature, starting with the nationalistic debate about a new national character at the
turn of the twentieth century; and Cuban perceptions of the new man and his role in propelling the revolution
from a nationalist, to a socialist, and finally a communist movement. The last chapter considers the global
influence of the Soviet, Chinese, and Cuban experiments.

Creating the "New Man" contributes greatly to our understanding of how three very different countries and
their leaders carried out problematic and controversial visions and programs. It will be of special interest to
students and scholars of world history and intellectual, social, and revolutionary history, and also
development studies and philosophy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Yinghong Cheng is associate professor of history at Delaware State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Vazquez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Creating the New Man: From Enlightenment
Ideals to Socialist Realities (Perspectives on the Global Past) as the daily resource information.

Ruben Jenkins:

This Creating the New Man: From Enlightenment Ideals to Socialist Realities (Perspectives on the Global
Past) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Creating the New Man: From Enlightenment Ideals to
Socialist Realities (Perspectives on the Global Past) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny
right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt this?

Jere Bingham:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Creating the New Man: From Enlightenment Ideals to Socialist Realities
(Perspectives on the Global Past) will give you new experience in examining a book.



Lewis Shafer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Creating the New Man: From
Enlightenment Ideals to Socialist Realities (Perspectives on the Global Past) or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Creating the New Man:
From Enlightenment Ideals to Socialist Realities (Perspectives on the Global Past) to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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