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This is the central volume in Horton Foote’s remarkable nine-play Orphans’
Home Cycle, in which the author chronicles the evolution of a family—the
strengths that bind its members together and the strains that force them
apart—and the cataclysmic changes in Southern society over twenty-six turbulent
years. Beginning in 1902 with the death of the protagonist’s father—a loss that
sends twelve-year-old Horace Robedaux on an odyssey to the darkest corners of
the heart—and ending in 1928 with another momentous funeral, Foote traces a
lineage of loss and regeneration.

Caught in a conflict as old as society itself, Elizabeth Vaughn is at once drawn
and propelled toward Horace Robedaux. The proud and wealthy Vaughns frown
on their daughter’s love for the orphaned clothing salesman, but the revolving
mirrors of time turn and turn about, and both the Vaughns and the newly married
Robedauxs are tested not only by their pride but also by the shadows of death and
disease, and the more subtle pressures of their family’s and their society’s future.

The Orphans’ Home Cycle (a title based on a poem by Marianne Moore) is a
unique series of plays spanning thirty years in the lives of its central characters.
Moving and complete as individual plays, the entire cycle is a panoramic and
penetrating picture of American society during a crucial period in our history.
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This is the central volume in Horton Foote’s remarkable nine-play Orphans’ Home Cycle, in which the
author chronicles the evolution of a family—the strengths that bind its members together and the strains that
force them apart—and the cataclysmic changes in Southern society over twenty-six turbulent years.
Beginning in 1902 with the death of the protagonist’s father—a loss that sends twelve-year-old Horace
Robedaux on an odyssey to the darkest corners of the heart—and ending in 1928 with another momentous
funeral, Foote traces a lineage of loss and regeneration.

Caught in a conflict as old as society itself, Elizabeth Vaughn is at once drawn and propelled toward Horace
Robedaux. The proud and wealthy Vaughns frown on their daughter’s love for the orphaned clothing
salesman, but the revolving mirrors of time turn and turn about, and both the Vaughns and the newly married
Robedauxs are tested not only by their pride but also by the shadows of death and disease, and the more
subtle pressures of their family’s and their society’s future.

The Orphans’ Home Cycle (a title based on a poem by Marianne Moore) is a unique series of plays spanning
thirty years in the lives of its central characters. Moving and complete as individual plays, the entire cycle is
a panoramic and penetrating picture of American society during a crucial period in our history.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Foote is a major American playwright. His disappearance from the Hollywood establishment after his 1963
Oscar for the screenplay of To Kill a Mockingbird, marks the start of work on his cycle of nine plays called
The Orphan's Home. These plays are set in small town Texas between the turn of the century and 1928. They
are loosely based on Foote's family and follow the marriage of Horace Robedaux and Elizabeth Vaughan
through the turmoil of World War I, social and economic struggle, and alcoholism, insanity, and epidemic.
The three plays anthologized here are the sixth, seventh, and eighth in the cycle. Their stage language is
lyrical realism, which builds quietly to a depth of feeling and insight that rivals O'Neill at his best.
Recommended.Thomas E. Luddy, English Dept., Salem State Coll., Mass.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Horton Foote
Foote is the recipient of numerous awards, including a Pulitzer Prize, an Emmy, an Outer Critics Circle
Award, and induction into the Theatre Hall of Fame.

Price attended North Carolina schools and received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

With other case, little people like to read book Courtship, Valentine's Day, 1918: Three Plays from the
Orphans' Home Cycle (Foote, Horton). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important the book Courtship, Valentine's Day, 1918: Three Plays from the Orphans'
Home Cycle (Foote, Horton). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Erica Logan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Courtship, Valentine's Day, 1918: Three Plays from the Orphans' Home Cycle (Foote,
Horton) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.



Dwight Richardson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Courtship, Valentine's Day, 1918: Three Plays from the
Orphans' Home Cycle (Foote, Horton) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Courtship, Valentine's Day, 1918: Three Plays from the Orphans' Home Cycle (Foote, Horton).

Walter Telford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Courtship, Valentine's Day, 1918: Three Plays from the Orphans' Home Cycle
(Foote, Horton) can make you sense more interested to read.
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