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From Italy to the Indian Ocean, from Japan to Honduras, a far-reaching
examination of the perils of American military bases overseas

American military bases encircle the globe. More than two decades after the end
of the Cold War, the U.S. still stations its troops at nearly a thousand locations in
foreign lands. These bases are usually taken for granted or overlooked entirely, a
little-noticed part of the Pentagon's vast operations. But in an eye-opening
account, Base Nation shows that the worldwide network of bases brings with it a
panoply of ills—and actually makes the nation less safe in the long run.

As David Vine demonstrates, the overseas bases raise geopolitical tensions and
provoke widespread antipathy towards the United States. They also undermine
American democratic ideals, pushing the U.S. into partnerships with dictators
and perpetuating a system of second-class citizenship in territories like Guam.
They breed sexual violence, destroy the environment, and damage local
economies. And their financial cost is staggering: though the Pentagon
underplays the numbers, Vine's accounting proves that the bill approaches $100
billion per year.
For many decades, the need for overseas bases has been a quasi-religious dictum
of U.S. foreign policy. But in recent years, a bipartisan coalition has finally
started to question this conventional wisdom. With the U.S. withdrawing from
Afghanistan and ending thirteen years of war, there is no better time to re-
examine the tenets of our military strategy. Base Nation is an essential
contribution to that debate.
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From Italy to the Indian Ocean, from Japan to Honduras, a far-reaching examination of the perils of
American military bases overseas

American military bases encircle the globe. More than two decades after the end of the Cold War, the U.S.
still stations its troops at nearly a thousand locations in foreign lands. These bases are usually taken for
granted or overlooked entirely, a little-noticed part of the Pentagon's vast operations. But in an eye-opening
account, Base Nation shows that the worldwide network of bases brings with it a panoply of ills—and
actually makes the nation less safe in the long run.

As David Vine demonstrates, the overseas bases raise geopolitical tensions and provoke widespread
antipathy towards the United States. They also undermine American democratic ideals, pushing the U.S. into
partnerships with dictators and perpetuating a system of second-class citizenship in territories like Guam.
They breed sexual violence, destroy the environment, and damage local economies. And their financial cost
is staggering: though the Pentagon underplays the numbers, Vine's accounting proves that the bill approaches
$100 billion per year.
For many decades, the need for overseas bases has been a quasi-religious dictum of U.S. foreign policy. But
in recent years, a bipartisan coalition has finally started to question this conventional wisdom. With the U.S.
withdrawing from Afghanistan and ending thirteen years of war, there is no better time to re-examine the
tenets of our military strategy. Base Nation is an essential contribution to that debate.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Vine recommends comprehensive shutdowns, and his presentation is eloquent and persuasive." ---
Publishers Weekly Starred Review

About the Author
David Vine is the author of Island of Shame: The Secret History of the U.S. Military Base on Diego Garcia
and an associate professor of anthropology at American University in Washington, D.C. His writing has
appeared in the New York Times, the Washington Post, and The Guardian, among other publications. He
lives in Washington, D.C.

Jonathan Yen was inspired by the Golden Age of Radio, and while the gold was gone by the time he got
there, he's carried that inspiration through to commercial work, voice acting, and stage productions. From
vintage Howard Fast science fiction to naturalist Paul Rosolie's true adventures in the Amazon, Jonathan
loves to tell a good story.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Base Nation: How U.S. Military Bases
Abroad Harm America and the World (American Empire Project) book because book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Daniel Padilla:

The event that you get from Base Nation: How U.S. Military Bases Abroad Harm America and the World
(American Empire Project) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Base Nation:
How U.S. Military Bases Abroad Harm America and the World (American Empire Project) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Base Nation: How U.S. Military Bases
Abroad Harm America and the World (American Empire Project) instantly.



Holly Murphy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Base Nation: How U.S.
Military Bases Abroad Harm America and the World (American Empire Project) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Donna Wright:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Base Nation: How U.S.
Military Bases Abroad Harm America and the World (American Empire Project) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that
the e-book Base Nation: How U.S. Military Bases Abroad Harm America and the World (American Empire
Project) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of these time.
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